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A Just and Beautiful World through Arts and Theologies 
 

Restoration Village Arts is a retreat, learning and action community for artists and ministers who are 
creating resources within today’s movements of liberation. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  
 
We believe that arts and theologies are vital for activating understanding and involvement in liberating 
people and the earth from the exploitative power and economies of empire, and for creating beautiful 
and sustaining justice and peace. 
 
Restoration Village Arts (RVA) supports artists and ministers working within at least one of four 
current, intersecting movements of beautiful, sustaining liberation: for racial justice, eco-justice, queer 
justice, and/or borderlands justice.   
 
Artists and ministers who are: 
 
…Working within the movement for black lives in their communities, networks, churches and 
elsewhere, and who creatively seek to destabilize and deconstruct white supremacy, the prison-
industrial complex, and systemic inequalities and personal biases based on race so that all might be 
liberated into beloved community. 
 
…Working within movements, communities, networks, churches and elsewhere to create efforts to 
re/story the shalom of Creation, and how humans   sustain or destroy eco-systems necessary for life 
to flourish on our planet, in our food supplies, our water, our air, and more. 
 
…Working within movements, communities, networks, churches and elsewhere, that uphold and 
champion the full human worth and equality of all people in celebration of their orientation, identity 
and/or gender, and who creatively combat homophobia, patriarchy, and misogyny, bringing us into a 
fuller understanding of God, God’s infinite gender and God’s beautiful sustaining justice. 
 
…Working within movements, communities, networks, churches and elsewhere, to achieve justice, 
welcome for im/migrants, refugees, IDPs, indigenous cultures and borderlands, and to offer 
postcolonial critique and grapple prophetically with the forces of empire that continue to colonize, 
capitalize, enslave and extract people from home and history in exploitative systems. 
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Additional Criteria and Priorities:  
 

● Arts and theologies supported include but are not limited to liturgy and worship resources, 
advocacy resources, theater, dance, music production, film production (fiction and non-fiction), 
poetry, physical mediums, digital mediums, murals, installations, performance, writing (fiction 
and non-fiction), and/or comedy. 

 
● RVA is especially interested in supporting ministers engaging and deepening liberation, 

womanist, feminist, postcolonial, queer, and/or emancipatory process theologies. 

 
● Artists and ministers who are persons of color, LGBTQIA, differently-abled, women, 

im/migrants, indigenous and/or refugees are strongly encouraged to apply. 

 
Grants Are Classified and Awarded As: 
 

● One-time Artist Residencies: 5-30 days in length, at RVA HQ in Charlottesville, VA to 
support the creation of new work, strategic consultation with RVA and/or personal renewal.  
The one-time artist residency provides for the cost of round-trip transportation to 
Charlottesville, some meals and a small stipend.  Residents live in a simple suite in downtown 
Charlottesville and have access to RVA’s recording/music studio, computer, and the vibrant 
amenities of the surrounding area.  Residents will share their work in the context of an RVA 
community gathering at the conclusion of their residency and contribute an article about their 
experience to the RVA newsletter and commit to contribute creatively to a future RVA resource 
such as a publication, liturgy, video or compilation CD. Additionally, residents will have 
scheduled opportunities to meet with and learn from key leaders related to their field of work in 
Charlottesville that are set up by RVA. 

 
● Art-in-Action Fellowships: $5,000-$20,000 in matching grants annually, renewable for up to 

3 years. Fellowship grants are awarded for specific annual or years-long projects, but are 
primarily understood as investments in people actively working, stewarding or creating 
transformation in their context/s. Grantees are responsible for raising their matching 
partnership, and can do so if needed and approved through a customized RVA funding 
platform, which extends RVA’s 501(c)3 status to the artist for the duration of their granted 
project/s. Fellows are given access to the retreat suite, music studio and consultation at RVA 
headquarters. During the fellowship year, Fellows commit to two RVA-sponsored events to 
present their/her/his work at RVA HQ in Charlottesville or another agreed-upon location. 
Timing and details of contracted presentations will be determined during fellowship agreement 
process. Fellows will contribute quarterly to the RVA newsletter and creatively to RVA 
resources such as publications, liturgy, videos or compilation CDs. 
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TO APPLY FOR RETREAT AND SUPPORT: 
 
For a One-Time Artist/Minister Residency: Send a letter, no longer than two pages single-spaced, 
that includes a narrative proposal of your project and your anticipated outcomes and/or reasons and 
goals for retreat.  Include a discussion of the context of your work, who your audience is, and connect 
your work and project to the specific and intersecting movements of liberation RVA is committed to 
supporting.   
 
For an Art-in-Action Fellowship: Send a letter, no longer than 3 pages single-spaced, that includes 
all of the content required for a one-time residency, along with a discussion of your strategy for 
successfully creating your partnership base.  Additionally, include a detailed budget and timeline for 
your project and provide contact information for at least three references who can attest to your ability 
to complete this project and share it with your target audience. Finally, please include 3 examples of 
your work to date.   
 
Send your proposal to: 
 
Restoration Village Arts 
PO Box 862 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
 
or email as PDF attachment/s to: 
rvadmin@restorationvillagearts.org 
 
Proposals are received on a rolling basis. The amount of one-time residencies in a given year will be 
determined by number of applications received, capacity and other mission-driven factors; and 
approximately two Art-in-Action Fellowships will be awarded each calendar year. 
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